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BY JODI CAMP
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
During the Student Government 
Association meeting on Tuesday, Ara-
mark resident district manager Steve 
Hoyng addressed the student senate 
about concerns regarding the new 
restaurants.
Both restaurants have been briefly 
postponed while they were “at mercy 
of the weather,” though they should 
be opening by the end of the month, 
Hoyng said.
Two new SGA senators were ap-
pointed and sworn in: La Grange 
freshman Kara Lowry and Horse Cave 
senior Kaycee Gibson.
“I wanted to be in SGA because I 
think it’s one of the best places to make 
change on campus, and it’s a great way 
to get involved in our school,” Lowry 
said.
During his report, SGA President 
Jay Todd Richey said he would like to 
see more student involvement in the 
selection process of WKU’s next presi-
dent. Richey said he recommends a 
student or senator to draft a resolution 
calling for what they would like to see 
in WKU’s next president.
“What I want to have is as much stu-
dent involvement as possible,” Richey 
said. “Any time that we can have more 
students come, as many students as 
possible, we should make that pos-
sible.”
Richey also said he would like the 
senate to write a resolution on the 
recent budget cuts imposed by Gov. 
Matt Bevin. Richey said student re-
tainment should be focused on by stu-
dents, faculty and staff. Students are a 
great source of revenue and money, 
Richey said, but it is also important to 
help students learn and graduate.
“I could make a lot of suggestions, 
but the student body, for example, 
could recommend a modest tuition 
BY SAMANTHA CLARK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU’s Forensics team com-
peted in four tournaments 
this past weekend, Feb. 6-7, 
when they travelled to Urba-
na-Champaign, Illinois, and 
Murray State University for 
the Illini Stars Swing tourna-
ment.
When most people think 
“forensics,” they usually think 
about the details in solving 
crimes. But forensics is also 
competitive speech and de-
bate, and WKU’s forensics 
team is the reigning national 
champion. 
The team competes in 11 
individual categories, some of 
which include public speak-
ing, interpretation and limited 
preparation.
“[Forensics] offers students 
ranging from junior high to 
college age the skills necessary 
to confidently and effectively 
communicate in any situa-
tion,” Ganer Newman, the di-
rector of Forensics, stated on 
the WKU Forensics Web page.
A majority of the 37 stu-
dents on the team competed 
in the tournaments and came 
out with 24 individual event 
championships. In Illinois, 
the team defeated 14 other 
schools, including Bradley 
University, Ball State Universi-
ty and Illinois State University, 
during two tournaments.
The students on the team 
spent considerable amounts 
of time preparing for their 
events. Most began practicing 
at the beginning of the semes-
ter and spend 13-14 hours per 
week working with coaches 
and practicing on their own.
Durwan Green, a sophomore 
from Lewisville, Texas, placed 
first in individual sweepstakes 
in both tournaments. He said 
he couldn’t completely take 
the credit for his performance.
“I give all the credit to my 
coaches and my teammates 
for pushing me towards my 
goals,” Green said. “It’s really 
SEE SGA PAGE A2





WKU Forensics team sweeps tournament in Illinois
Junior Camille Acosta of El Paso, Texas, practices her speech with WKU Forensics Monday. To practice 
for competitions, speech team students are evaluated on their performances and presentations. LEX 
SELIG/HERALD
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Kentucky Senate to hear tuition freeze bill
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
In an attempt to make college edu-
cation more affordable and ease the 
burden of college debt, three Ken-
tucky state senators have proposed a 
bill that will mandate a four-year tu-
ition freeze for state-funded universi-
ties and colleges.
This bill will affect students attend-
ing all eight of Kentucky’s universities 
and colleges as well as students study-
ing at the state’s technical and com-
munity colleges.
Senate Bill 75, An Act relating to tu-
ition fees for postsecondary education 
and declaring an emergency, was pre-
sented to the Kentucky Senate on Jan. 
12.
If passed, the bill, which is spon-
sored by Republican senators Dan 
Seum, John Schickel and Chris Girdler, 
will ensure that tuition from the 2016-
2017 school year through the 2019-
2020 school year remains equal to the 
tuition for this 2015-2016 school year. 
WKU’s tuition would remain at a cost 
of $4,741 and $12,066 per semester for 
in-state and out-of-state students, re-
spectively.
In addition to freezing tuition, the 
bill would require universities who 
want to increase tuition after the four-
year freeze to work with the Kentucky 
General Assembly to set tuition.
Currently, the Council on Postsec-
ondary Education sets the tuition rates 
for every school year. If passed, the bill 
would allow the council to continue 
to help set tuition prices; however, 
the General Assembly would have to 
be consulted before tuition could be 
raised.
Sen. Seum of Bullitt County and part 
of Jefferson County said tuition rates 
have seen a significant increase in the 
last few years due to the state’s post-
secondary education budget cuts. He 
claims universities are increasing tu-
ition to make up for shortfalls.
“Since 2008, we, the state, have cut 
the general fund appropriation by 
$165 million for all eight universities,” 
Seum said. “Since 2008, the universi-
ties have increased tuition by $572 
million.”
Seum said in a press conference that 
the $572 million has come solely from 
SEE TUITION FREEZE PAGE A2
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just a second family.”
The team will host the 43rd Annual 
Kentucky Forensics State Tournament 
in Garrett Conference Center on Fri-
day, Feb. 19, at 12:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, Feb. 20, at 9:30 a.m.
“I encourage everyone to come and 
check out the event and see what forensics 
is like,” Newman said. “I would also like to 
invite any faculty to serve as judges.”
Students will be traveling to Tus-
caloosa, Alabama, this weekend to 
compete in the district qualifier for 
the American Forensic Association 
National Individual Events Tourna-
ments. A few will attend the American 
Forensics Association Tournament 
from March 31 to April 5, and all the 
members of the team will attend the 
National Forensic Association Tourna-
ment from April 20 to 25.
WKU’s Forensics team will also be 
hosting a Black History Month Sym-
posium in the Downing Student Union 
Auditorium on Wednesday, Feb. 24, 
at 6:30 p.m. The event will feature stu-
dents in the forensics program.
For more information on the Forensics 
program, contact Ganer Newman at gan-
er.newman@wku.edu. You can also visit 
the WKU Forensics Facebook page or fol-
low @wkuforensics on Twitter.
FORENSICS
Continued from FRONT
New minors approved by Board of Regents
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Board of Regents has ap-
proved several new academic 
programs for the Spring 2016 
semester.
At the first Board of Regents 
meeting of the year on Jan. 29, 
the board approved a new mi-
nor in photojournalism and 
a new graduate certificate in 
elementary math specializa-
tion. According to the minutes 
from the meeting, both pro-
grams have a spring 2016 im-
plementation date. President 
Gary Ransdell recommended 
approval of both programs.
According to the Academic 
Affairs portion of the minutes, 
“the proposed minor in photo-
journalism will complement a 
wide variety of area of study at 
the university.” The minor was 
approved and will be imple-
mented this semester.
The minor will require a 
minimum of 21 credit hours, 
including 15 hours of core 
courses and six hours of elec-
tives. The projected enroll-
ment for the photojournalism 
minor is 30 students, accord-
ing to the proposal. The pro-
posal was approved by the 
School of Journalism and 
Broadcasting Committee on 
March 24, 2015, as well as sev-
eral other committees within 
WKU. It was approved by the 
provost on Oct. 30, 2015.
“Since photography can 
be applied to a wide range of 
disciplines from across the 
university, there has been sig-
nificant interest in a minor in 
photojournalism from stu-
dents within the university, 
as well as those who are inter-
ested in attending WKU, who 
want to apply photography 
skills to their chosen major,” 
the proposal reads.
According to the board's 
budget, the Board of Regents 
also approved “a new graduate 
certificate in Elementary Math 
Specialization” to be offered 
through the School of Teacher 
Education.
“Many education schol-
ars have made the case that 
practicing elementary school 
teachers are not adequately 
prepared to meet the de-
mands for increasing student 
achievement in mathemat-
ics,” the proposal reads.
Janet Lynne Tassell, an asso-
ciate professor in the School 
of Teacher Education, said the 
program was highly requested 
by students.
“I had teachers from all lev-
els for various reasons contact 
me,” Tassell said. “They all have
a want to learn more about ele-
mentary mathematics, to meet
the needs of their students.”
This certification will require
15 credit hours. Implementa-
tion begins this semester, and
the required courses are al-
ready being taught by existing
faculty.
Tassell said that the program
comes at very little cost to the
university in a high-need area.
“It’s a growth opportunity
for us, and we’re excited about
that,” Tassell said. “We didn’t
need more staffing to make
this happen we already have it
in place.”
increase. I’m not recommending a 10 
percent increase by any means or any 
suggestions, but it is something to dis-
cuss,” Richey said in reaction to the 
topic of budget cuts.
As well as drafting a resolution regard-
ing the proposed budget, Richey said 
he hopes senators will lobby for WKU in 
Frankfort. Executive Vice President Nolan 
Miles said a date will be determined in the 
near future for lobbying.
Last semester, a resolution regard-
ing policies for students who are also 
parents was proposed. Chief of Staff 
James Line is continuing these efforts 
and hopes to have a resolution by next 
week.
“I think it is a really critical issue. We 
don’t have any policy in the books right 
now regarding student mothers,” Line 
said.
Bill 1-16-S, Funding for the 50th An-
niversary Celebration of WKU SGA, 
was approved without debate. It allo-
cates $1,000 from the SGA for the 50th 
anniversary celebration of WKU SGA, 
which will take place on April 30 in the 
Augenstein Alumni Center.
“This year is the 50th anniversary 
of SGA on WKU’s campus. We have 
been here since 1966, so since this 
only comes around once, we thought 
it would be appropriate to have some 
sort of a celebration,” senator and 
Campus Improvements Committee 
member Nathan Cherry said.
Bill 2-16-S, Funding for posters to 
advertise a co-sponsored showing of 
“Bamboozled” and the forum “Dear 
White People/Dear Black People, Life 
and Race on the Hill,” was also ap-
proved without debate. This allocates 
$64.30 in funding from discretionary 
funds for the posters.
Stated in the bill, MyCampusToo will 
host the showing of “Bamboozled” in 
Cherry Hall room 227 on Feb. 17. The 
forum will take place in the SGA cham-
bers on Feb. 24.
Bill 3-16-S, Funding for the Identi-
fication Vouchers Program, was ap-
proved without debate. The funding 
for the Identification Vouchers Pro-
gram will allocate $300 to partially 
fund ID vouchers for students. The 
price of a new WKU ID is $20. The pro-
gram will  partially pay for a certain 
amount of IDs.
Bill 4-16-S, Funding for the Preston 
Membership Voucher Program, was 
approved without debate. The bill al-
located $350 from legislative discre-
tionary funding for Preston Center 
vouchers. This will allow 20 part-time
students to obtain a voucher that
would pay for half of their semester
membership fee to the center.
Next Tuesday, Feb. 16, Bill 5-16-S,
Funding from Organizational Aid Ap-
propriations for Model Arab League,
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and Financial
Management Association, will be up
for a vote. If approved, this bill will allo-
cate $1,450 for the organizations listed.
The funds will allow the Model Arab
League to attend a conference on Feb.
18 in Oxford, Ohio. It will allow Zeta Phi
Sorority to pay for a keynote speaker,
T-shirts, roses, a book and a duffle bag
for their events during the chapter’s
Women Empowerment Week. The Fi-
nancial Management Association will
be able to pay for registration fees for
the conference they will attend in Day-
ton, Ohio.
tuition, not from extra fees students 
are required to pay.
The bill would also address fees, 
which are separate from tuition. The 
bill would require the board of regents 
for each university to freeze incidental 
fees over the next four years. 
Between 2010 and 2015, WKU raised 
in-state tuition by 21 percent from 
$3,780 per semester to $4,570 while out-
of-state tuition increased by 24 percent 
from $9,420 per semester to $11,676.
These increases accounted to an 8 
percent increase in revenue generated 
by student tuition. At the same time, 
state funding for the university de-
creased by 2 percent. State funds made 
up 23 percent of the revenue in 2015.
Revenue generated by the WKU, in-
cluding state funds, is used primarily to 
cover staff compensation and benefits. 
Only about 8 percent of revenue covers 
scholarships for students.  Seum decid-
ed to write the bill after his granddaugh-
ter graduated from WKU this past year.
“She got a great education, was thrilled 
to go there, but she’s going to be an el-
ementary school teacher with a $40,000 
debt,” Seum said during his introduction 
of the bill during the Senate’s assembly.
Sue Patrick, director of communi-
cations for the CPE, believes a tuition 
freeze would be detrimental to colleges.
“We do have on our front burner — 
as we have every year we set tuition — 
keeping the cost as low as possible for 
students and their families, but we also 
have to balance that with the needs 
of the institutions to offer quality aca-
demic programing and quality student 
support services,” Patrick said.
Patrick said Seum’s statistics do not 
tell the whole story.
“If you look at the time period of 2009 to 
2016, there’s been a 61 percent reduction 
in the average annual increase in tuition 
in Kentucky compared to the seven-year 
period of 2002 to 2009,” Patrick said.
Kentucky, a member of the Southern 
Regional Education Board, has seen 
only a 38 percent tuition increase in 
the past few years while the average in-
crease for other schools in the SREB is 
45 percent, Patrick said.
The CPE's plans for next year’s tuition 
will be handled much as they have in 
the past.
“As in previous years, we will appoint 
a Tuition Development Work Group, 
which will review the tuition-setting 
process, develop a tuition-setting time-
line, and make recommendations to 
the Council for tuition and mandatory 
fee ceilings for the 2016-18 academic 
years,” Patrick stated in an email.
President Gary Ransdell said tuition 
helps cover the increasing costs of technol-
ogy, utilities, salary increases, library jour-
nals and IT contracts, among other needs.
Ransdell said he believes the cost of 
running a university necessitates yearly 
tuition increases. Without a regular tu-
ition increase, the costs for managing a 
college quickly surpass the budget.
“We have costs that go up each year, 
and if you have no tuition increase, then 
you’re into cutting your budget every 
year to pay the bills,” Ransdell said.
A freeze in tuition would be extremely 
difficult for the university given Gov. Matt 
Bevin’s proposal for a budget that will in-
clude a cut to funding for the universities.
WKU must cut 4.5 percent of its bud-
get by the end of June 2016, and if Bev-
in’s proposal is approved by the state 
Congress this year, the university will 
have to cut even more of the budget 
during the next two fiscal years.
“It’s just not feasible, especially not 
in an environment where we’re being 
asked to cut our budgets,” Ransdell said.
The loss of money from the cutbacks 
and the tuition freeze would jeopardize 
some of the university’s plans, such as 
a faculty and staff salary increase and 
continued work on the capital con-
struction projects. WKU currently has 
a list of upcoming construction proj-
ects that will be halted due to cuts.
Seum said this constant construction 
on college campuses comes from the 
universities’ desire to expand.
“Our universities have been spending 
a lot of time in what I call ‘castle build-
ing.’ You know: ‘My castle is bigger than 
your castle,’” Seum said. “They have 
seemed to start viewing these kids — 
our students, our children — as noth-
ing more than a cash cow.”
Seum is realistic about the bill’s 
chances of passing.
“It may not pass this time. You may
have to wait another year and file it
again because most pieces of legisla-
tion don’t pass the process the first
time out, but what it is doing is send-
ing a message to the universities [and]
the university presidents that enough
is enough,” Seum said. “We can’t con-
tinue on this road.”
Seum said the response from stu-
dents and their families has been over-
whelmingly positive. The response
from the university presidents has
been the opposite.
“All of them have been in my office,
and they’re mad at me,” Seum said.
Ransdell said he has spoken with Seum
before, but not in regards to the bill.
“I spoke with him in passing in the
foyer of his office,” Ransdell said. “We
haven’t talked about the bill, but I look
forward to it.”
In Ransdell’s opinion, the budget
cuts and tuition freeze seem financial-
ly unrealistic.
“There’s no business in the country
that could absorb a freeze in prices and
have somebody tell you to give up so
much money in your business operat-
ing budget,” Ransdell said. “There’s not
a business model in existence [with]
that dynamic that can work like that.”
On Wednesday, Feb.17, a rally sup-
porting Senate Bill 75 will be held in
the capitol rotunda.
The bill will be heard next Thursday,








The Office of Study Abroad and Glob-
al Learning has narrowed its search for 
a new director down to three potential 
candidates.
Joanna Holvey Bowles, the Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operation Of-
ficer for the Institute for Study Abroad at 
Butler University, Marissa Chandler, the 
Director of International Education at 
Austin Peay State University and Caryn 
Lindsay, the Director of International 
Programs at Minnesota State Universi-
ty-Mankato are the three finalists.
Craig Cobane, Executive Director 
of the Honors College, has been serv-
ing as the Interim Director of Study 
Abroad and Global Learning while the 
search has been ongoing for someone 
to fill the position.
Cobane said that the former director, 
Laura Monarch, stepped down from the 
position for personal and family reasons.
The Office of Study Abroad and Glob-
al Learning decided to wait until they 
could do a more thorough and com-
plete search for a new director. Cobane 
was named interim director, and di-
vided up the remaining duties. Cobane 
said that Monarch still works about 20 
hours a week from home, and Kather-
ine Hale was named Interim Assistant 
Director of Study Abroad and Global 
Learning.
“We decided to go with an interim, 
and go with a really good national 
search,” Cobane said.
Under the new director, all duties will 
return to one person.
Cobane said that each candidate will 
come to campus for about a day and a 
half and will spend time with faculty, 
staff and students. Their time on cam-
pus includes interviews, tours and a 
public presentation.
After all candidates have been in-
terviewed by the hiring committee, 
Cobane said that their strengths and 
weaknesses are evaluated to see who 
best lines up with what the university 
is looking for.
“We’re evaluating the candidates,” 
Cobane said. “Are they a good fit? Can 
they get the job done? But also, we’re 
selling the university. Because the can-
didate that we want probably has oth-
er opportunities, and we want them to 
be happy where they’re at, but happier 
with us.”
For Cobane, the best part about serv-
ing as interim director has been the 
increased interaction with students. 
Cobane said that the most stressful 
moment was the night of the Paris at-
tacks in November when they were 
trying to verify the safety of all WKU 
students in the city.
“Being interim director, I get more 
access to students than I typically 
would as Chief International Officer,” 
Cobane said. “Being an administrator 
is a fantastic, rewarding position, but it 
does have its difficulties.”
One of the candidates has already 
been on campus for their interview 
and public presentation. Cobane said 
that around 20 faculty and staff were 
there for the presentation. The remain-
ing two candidates will be on campus 
for their interviews and presentations 
in the coming weeks.
Cobane said he expects that the new 
director will start on July 1, depending 
on negotiations and their schedules. 
BY JODI CAMP
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
For the past three weeks residents of 
Minton Hall have been without hot wa-
ter in the dorms communal showers.
“I had to wash my hair in the sink 
because I couldn’t stand to take a cold 
shower,” Louisville sophomore Katelyn 
Essex said.
Some of the Minton residents put in 
maintenance request forms about a 
week ago and received an email that 
said the problem had been fixed. Resi-
dents said that hot water was available 
to the sinks and private bathrooms, 
but did not work in the showers.
“It will be warm for a little while, then 
becomes cold again,” Somerset sopho-
more Rachel Phelps said.
“It’s more inconvenient than any-
thing,” Essex said.
When maintenance first heard about 
the problem, they started looking at the 
boiler that heats up the water for the 
building. After more complaints, they 
started checking for other problems 
floor by floor.
“I knew we were having trouble regu-
lating the water over there,” Kit Tolbert, 
director of housing and resident life 
said.
According to WKU maintenance, 
the lack of hot water in the communal 
showers was due to bad valves in the 
shower heads. This helps explain why 
the sinks and private bathrooms were 
able to get hot water.
Tolbert said maintenance checked 
the shower heads on all the floors, and 
repairs to the valves should be done by 
the end of the week.
FEBRUARY 11, 2016WKUHERALD.COM a3
Also: 20% OFF ALL MOVIE ITEMS*
INSIDE THE STORE (10 a.m. - 9 p.m.)
1.99 EACH
Video Games, DVDs, Soundtrack LPs, CDs & Tapes, VHS, 
Toys, Books, Posters, Magazines, Apparel, etc.-if it’s movie-
related in any way, it‘s 20% off! (Come early! Come often! 
Fresh stock  will be added regularly during sale hours!) 
1.99 DVD BLOWOUT SALE
SAT, 2/13 (10 a.m. - 9 p.m.)
NEAR GREENWOOD MALL, by KROGER
THE GREAT ESCAPE BOWLING GREEN
presents another amazing event:  
 
TheGreatEscapeOnLine.com
2945 Scottsville Road * 270-782-8092
Hours: Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun 11-7
thegreatescapebg@gmail.com
      
*Excluding online orders, items already put on hold & 1.99 DVDs in special sale section. Discount may not be combined with any other discount or product markdown.  
THE GREAT ESCAPE 
HUNDREDS of DVD’s in various genres will be offered 
for the ridiculously low price of only
in a special section in the back of our store allocated specifically for this sale. 
None of titles has ever been offered for sale before at the Great Escape store!
Students learn culture from calligraphy
BY MADIHAH ABRI
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU is home to a growing 
Chinese language program 
that immerses students in 
traditional Chinese culture by 
giving them access to classes 
on topics like calligraphy.
Assistant professor of Chi-
nese Huiqiang Zheng has 
spent the last two years teach-
ing Chinese culture, literature 
and film at WKU. On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Zheng also 
teaches calligraphy to a class 
of five in the Fine Arts Center.
Owensboro freshman Hazel 
Rather, a Chinese major, is ex-
periencing calligraphy for the 
first time this semester.
“It’s like a form of medita-
tion,” Rather said. “It’s really 
calming when we’re not strug-
gling.” 
Montgomery, Alabama, ju-
nior Rachel Blondheim said a 
prerequisite for calligraphy is 
patience.
Blondheim, also a Chinese 
major, noticed that few people 
outside the Chinese major 
were willing to try a calligra-
phy class.
She said she joined the class 
because she saw an opportu-
nity to bring value to her fu-
ture career by learning a tra-
ditional art form in addition to 
the Chinese language.
Zheng’s students said they 
find her teaching methods 
incredibly helpful. She under-
stands most of her students do 
not have any previous knowl-
edge of calligraphy.
She began teaching with 
a basic method of painting 
dots that allowed students to 
become comfortable with a 
paintbrush. Zheng assisted 
students by using simple step-
by-step methods when they 
got stuck.
“I like watching [students] 
progress and use what they 
learn to show and perform,” 
Zheng said.
Zheng learned calligraphy as 
a small child in China and said 
it is good for students to have 
a general idea of how charac-
ters form into letters and im-
ages. Students are taught how 
to form traditional characters 
but not necessarily how to un-
derstand the language.
Zheng’s main challenge with 
her calligraphy class is teach-
ing students who are left-
handed.
“Chinese is written right to 
left,” Zheng said. “Chinese 
people who are left handed 
learn to write with their right 
hand.”
However, this challenge 
has not stopped her students 
from progressing and finish-
ing portfolio scratch books 
filled with images. Zheng’s 
calligraphy class last semester 
held an exhibition showcasing 
students’ work throughout the 
course of their class.
Zheng’s hope for her students 
is that they will feel like artists 
and fondly recall their experi-
ence learning calligraphy.
“I also hope they can enjoy 
learning and finding new ad-
ventures in their experience,” 
Zheng said.
Huiqiang Zheng, assistant professor of Chinese, leads a Chinese calligraphy class at the Fine Arts 
Center on Tuesday. This is Zheng's second year teaching on the Hill, and she enjoys exposing her 
students to ancient Chinese culture. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
Hot water to return to 
Minton by end of week
Finalists chosen in Study Abroad director search
Q: My biology teaching as-
sistant is hot af, but I’m not 
sure if she's down. What sig-
nals should I send?
Paul : Hi horny college kid! 
You should probably stop. 
Look, I’m not saying that 
she’s not, uh, “down,” but 
maybe you should stick to bi-
ology and forget about your 
side interests in anatomy. 
This might be a radical no-
tion, but perhaps your TA is 
just trying to complete her 
teaching requirement for her 
degree and isn’t looking to get 
down with any of her students.
PAUL’S CAT : Alright, enough 
of the boring crap. Here’s some 
divine advice. 
Good things come in threes, 
right? No. 3 on Wikihow’s ar-
ticle titled “How To Seduce A 
Woman” is active listening. 
They recommend a few exam-
ple questions you can use to 
keep her purring. "Where did 
you grow up?" is one. 
So here’s what you do: Walk 
up to this hottie after class and 
ask her where she lived when 
she was a little kitten. Lean in. 
Arch your back. You’ll be do-
ing some heavy petting in no 
time.
PAUL : Ew. You’re gross.
PAUL’S CAT : And you’ll be 
getting nasty soon too, man.
Paul : First off, I’m sure the 
person writing in has already 
looked at this particular Wiki-
how article if "hot af" is being 
used. Second off, let’s reiter-
ate that women, especially 
your college instructors, aren’t 
things to be won or items for 
“heavy petting.” 
But hey, if you see her on 
Tinder, swipe right. You never 
know what could happen!
PAUL’S CAT : Or just talk to 
her in person with your vo-
cal chords. Humans and cell-
phones, I’ll never understand.
Want to have your problem 
solved by Paul and his cat? 
Email paulandhiscat@gmail.
com. If published, letters may 
be edited for space or clarity.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald. Let us know your 
thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
CARTOON
A requiem for 
Ransdell
How to woo your teaching assistant
PAUL AND HIS CAT
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 ||herald.opinion@wku.edu
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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SYNTHESIS
1. “Not to Disappear” 
by Daughter: 
British indie folk trio 
Daughter isn’t the live-
liest bunch. On the 
group’s debut record “If 
You Leave,” singer Elena 
Tonra mopes, “I some-
times wish I’d stayed 
inside my mother, never 
to come out.” Whether 
or not the trio’s pes-
simist ponderings are 
true, little has changed 
lyrically or musically in 
its sophomore attempt 
to persuade us other-
wise. Though more focused this time 
around — perhaps with the help of Ani-
mal Collective producer Nicolas Vern-
hes — “Not to Disappear” maintains an 
icy, barren sound. Feelings of jealousy, 
abandonment and regret haunt the re-
cord, making even the most explosive 
moments seem subdued.
2. “Malibu” by Anderson .Paak:
Creating a standout album sometimes 
requires the creator to juggle an array 
of talents. For California musician An-
derson .Paak, these talents seem natu-
ral in approach. He brings together the 
vintage grooves of neo-soul and rhythm 
and blues with the immediacy of hard-
hitting hip-hop to produce an album 
that is just as much Stevie Wonder as it is 
Outkast. Not only does .Paak’s prowess 
as a vocalist and MC shine throughout 
the record, but this album also proves 
he is gifted at assembling a talented cast 
of collaborators. Big-name rappers and 
producers — think Madlib, Schoolboy Q 
and Talib Kweli — help make this record 
a serious early contender for grooviest 
of the year.
3. “Suicide Songs” by Money:
The title of this record is only slightly 
misleading. It’s easy to consider Man-
chester-based trio Money as a champion 
of classic British misery and cynicism. 
However, the band is also no stranger to 
the same style of wit and humor. With 
songs like “A Cocaine Christmas and an 
Alcoholic’s New Year," it’s hard to take 
the album completely seriously in its 
grievances. Sure, another Manchester 
indie band might have mastered joyous 
self-deprecation thirty years ago, but it’s 
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is bittersweet. It 
should come as 
no shock that I am 
a harsh critic of 
Ransdell. In recent 
years, most of my 
attention has been 
directed towards 
encouraging him 
to confront the 
implicit or explicit 
racism WKU perpetuates through its 
lack of resources for students of color 
and its failure to apologize for racist 
building constructions.
But before Ransdell’s tenure ends, 
I’ll try to explain the cult of personal-
ity he represents. I firmly believe the 
reason people love and respect Rans-
dell has less to do with his policies 
than with his image.
The president has been more politi-
cian than leader. He has shown that 
he knows the right time to call in fa-
vors and the right way to market him-
self. He has also brought funding to 
WKU — though not enough to offset 
his spending policies.
However, most of my criticisms stem 
from issues that rarely receive atten-
tion from the general student body. 
These include concerns about fac-
ulty pay and working rights, concerns 
about the history of this school, and 
concerns that inclusion programs are 
more spectacle than substance.
Faculty rights and salaries matter. 
Hiring policies should be more in-
clusive. Staffed women's resources 
centers and LGBT resource cen-
ters should be established. Racism 
on WKU’s campus needs to be ad-
dressed.
I’m willing to retire personal bit-
ternesses about Ransdell’s actions as 
president along with his retirement, 
but I want to see more than polished 
charisma from our next president. I 
want to see substantial social changes 










16 Strength in 
numbers?
18 Blubber
19 What “this love is,” 




25 __ cut: fabric 
design technique
26 Birch of Indiana
28 Unkempt abode
29 Umbrian tourist 
town
32 Salisbury smooch
34 Beats the rap










55 Joan of art
56 __ Dome: 
Lucas Oil Stadium 
predecessor
58 Best Actress the 
year before Kate 
Winslet





1 Drill cadence 
syllables
2 Swear words
3 “If I Can’t Love 
Her” singer, in a 1994 
musical
4 Hip
5 Literature Nobelist 




7 Spanish 101 word
8 Vitalize
9 Calls or cells
10 “Like I care”
11 Kevin of “Shark 
Tank”
12 “Drat!”
14 Support spec of a 
sort
15 Really enlightened










36 From 2009 through 
Sep. 2015, it paid 
$143 billion in 
dividends to the U.S. 
Treasury
37 Concern for some 
bodybuilders
38 Issues a mea culpa
39 Squeak (out)
42 Museo de la 
Revolución city
43 “Ring Cycle” 
quartet
44 Color similar to 
crimson
46 Narrow shore point
48 Portrayer of 
Django and Ray
49 Throws below
51 “Gunfight at 






59 Playing hard to get
60 Pull-up beneficiary, 
briefly
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New Construction 4 bedroom, 4 bath apartment. $375 
per bedroom plus utl. Great for roommates. 1224 Indianola 
Avenue (right off Broadway). Crye-Leike Property 
Management 270-781-7888 Call for your showing today. 
HELP WANTED
Ogden Place Apartments 
Apartment Manager(s) needed.
Bookkeeping/rentals and collection experience 
preferred. Furnished. 859-492-5045. One vacancy now. 
END
Looking for someone to help me with computer skills. 
270-784-5152 
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Tired climbers rest between ascents in the Ice Climbers 
Lounge at Silo Ice Climbing in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on Feb. 
6. Making it to the top of the 60-foot ice sheet takes a lot 
out of a climber, and only about one in 12 make it all the 
way up on their fi rst attempt.  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
IOWA ICE
WKU ORAC STUDENTS FIND THEIR STRENGTH ON THE WALL
Nashville freshman Brent Andrews looks to the next hold 
for his ice climbing pick at Silo Ice Climbing in Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, on Feb. 6. Ice climbing requires balance, technique 
and full-body endurance that do not come quickly to 
fi rst-time ice climbers. The trip, put on by WKU ORAC, 
introduced 12 participants to a brand new sport in a safe 
learning environment.  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
Bowling Green native Nathan Spainhoward sets his cram-
pons while while working his way up a wall of ice at Silo 
Ice Climbing in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on Feb. 6. Spainhoward 
and a group of 11 others with WKU’s Outdoor Recreation 
Activity Center made the 10-hour drive to climb at the 
ice wall, which has been run by Don Briggs since 2001.  
GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
Climbers make their way up the ice wall at Silo Ice Climbing in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on Feb. 6. WKU’s 
Outdoor Recreation Activity Center sent a group of 12 on the 10-hour drive to climb at the ice wall.  
GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
Lexington senior David English searches for a hold with 
his ice pick while traversing the wall at Silo Ice Climbing 
in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on Feb. 6. "Anything worth doing is 
worth overdoing. Ice climbing is worth overdoing,” English 
said.  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
Visitors at Silo Ice Climbing wait their turn as climbers make their way up the 60-foot sheet of ice on Feb. 6 in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Sprayed water freezes on the 
silo weeks before the climbing season begins, and climbers travel from all over the country to tackle the one-of-a-kind ice wall .  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
The sport of climbing is as much about the journey as it 
is the destination. People have been known to traverse 
continents, cross oceans and trek countless miles in 
search of the perfect rock or ice to climb, so it is fi tting that this year’s ORAC trip 
to ice climb in Iowa involved driving 10 hours each way.  Opened in 2001 by ex-
perienced rock and ice climber Don Briggs, Silo Ice Climbing in Cedar Falls, Iowa 
was inspired by his trip to the manmade ice climbing mecca Ouray Ice Park in 
Colorado. Briggs does not profi t from the endeavor and cycles any leftover funds 
back into new gear for his visitors, but he does get to climb here almost every day 
and enjoys introducing new faces to the sport.  All 12 students on Western Ken-
tucky University’s ORAC team were new to ice climbing, but were encouraged by 
employees to “leave it all on the silo,” and they did. Excited by topping out most 
of his climbs, Lexington senior David English said, “Anything worth doing is worth 
overdoing ice climbing is worth overdoing.”
By Gabriel Scarlett
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FEBRUARY 11, 2016 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
» Brunch: Read about our reporter's experience 
with brunch in our Dining Guide on page D4. 
Columbia junior William Hixson started Bluegrass Lore his freshman year at WKU. Hixson, an elementary education 
major, got into t-shirt printing as a hobby, and now has a fully fl edged business built around it. "Sororities are defi -




It was spring 2014 when Columbia 
High School senior Ethan Brown 
approached Columbia freshman 
Will Hixson with the idea of creat-
ing a design for his Southern prep 
T-shirt company.
Starting with nothing but Hixson’s 
experience in graphic design, the 
two partnered to create a clothing 
business.
“I never really thought about own-
ing my own business up until this 
point,” Brown, now a 20-year-old 
sophomore at WKU, said. “It was 
something that I was interested in 
as a hobby.”
With limited ideas for what to 
name the business, Hixson used 
Google to mine for ideas.
“Ethan didn’t know what to call 
it,” Hixson, now a 20-year-old ju-
nior at WKU, said while snicker-
ing. “I wanted it to have the word 
‘bluegrass’ in it, and I knew I didn’t 
want to use the word ‘Southern,’ 
so I Googled synonyms and found 
‘lore.’”
After officially establishing Blue-
grass Lore, Brown and Hixson be-
gan producing their ideas and de-
signs for affordable Southern prep 
clothing despite starting without 
funds.
Brown said he reasoned that if he 
was going to spend $40 on a shirt, 
he would want to spend it on some-
thing he would wear. He ran with 
this idea to make sure Bluegrass 
Lore merchandise was both afford-
able and desirable.
Completing their first order 
among friends and family, Brown 
and Hixson decided to expand to 
an online store with the help of 
Fremont, New Hampshire photo-
journalism junior Leah Johnson. 
“I thought their business was cool 
because I’m so used to hearing the 
stereotype about broke college stu-
dents, and it was interesting to see 
two college students producing 
something they were passionate 
about,” Johnson said. “They were 
so different from typical people our 
age.”
Originally planning to do just a 
photo story on Bluegrass Lore for 
her photojournalism class, Johnson 
eventually found herself traveling to 
Columbia with Brown on her own 
time to shoot pictures for the com-
pany’s website on his family’s farm.
Johnson said she was willing to 
help in any way she could and that 
she enjoyed taking time to express 
something Brown and Hixson were 
passionate about through her own 
work.
With their store’s website up and 
running, Brown and Hixson started 
visiting different businesses and 
promoting Bluegrass Lore on so-
cial media. Through social media, 
they made contact with Bluetique, 
a Bowling Green boutique that be-
came the first vendor willing to sell 
their merchandise. 
“When it comes to owning a busi-
ness, you can’t be afraid to fail,” 
Brown said. “We had Bluetique fol-
BY MADISON MARTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
This weekend, the WKU community 
can expect a competition filled with glitz 
and glamour coupled with a display of 
personal character and speaking ability 
at Van Meter Auditorium.
Miss Kentucky United States will 
commence for the first time in Bowling 
Green.
Katy Moody Cusick, director of the 
pageant and a previous titleholder of 
Miss Kentucky United States, said or-
ganization for the event began several 
months ago after she took on the role in 
November 2015. A Bowling Green na-
tive and WKU alumna, Cusick said she 
hopes the pageant can continue to be 
held in town.
"We just want to get Bowling Green 
involved and maybe find a new home 
so we can keep [the pageant] here every 
year," Cusick said. 
There are seven divisions that nearly 
50 girls and women will compete in 
based on their respective age brackets.
The pageant involves four compo-
nents: evening wear, swimsuit and fit-
ness, an onstage question and a closed 
interview. 
Participants will arrive in Bowling 
Green on the evening of Friday, Feb. 12 
and will engage in a meet-and-greet 
before the preliminary competition the 
following day. They go on to compete 
throughout the weekend, and even-
tually the new 2016 title holders are 
crowned.
Adrienne Poole, a Brandenburg fresh-
man at the University of Kentucky, was 
crowned Miss Teen Kentucky United 
States last year. Poole said the 10-min-
ute closed interview portion is what re-
ally defines the competition and makes 
a candidate stand out.
“I think that that’s the most important 
thing about pageantry is really seeing 
who the girl truly is and her credentials,” 
Poole said.
Cusick said title holders in the past 
have made appearances at numerous 
events like the Kentucky Derby in prep-
aration for the national competition. 
Such a whirlwind of events was deemed 
positive in Poole’s eyes, though.
“It was a huge accomplishment in my 
life...it provided me a year of self-growth 
that I wouldn’t have otherwise had,” 
Poole said.
The preliminary competition will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.  The finals 
on Sunday will begin at 3 p.m. 
Bowling 
Green to host 
Kentucky 
pageant
Duo seeks to rebrand ‘Bluegrass State’
SEE BLUEGRASS PAGE B2
Couple establishes relationship through online app
BY AMBRIEHL CRUTCHFIELD
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 
Tinder, a free dating app, is fre-
quently associated with creepy 
pickup lines, people wanting 
to hook-up and pictures you 
wouldn’t show your mom.
Tinder matches users with 
others in their area based on 
age and other factors. If a user 
isn’t interested, a swipe left is 
goodbye forever, but if both 
users swipe right, it’s a chance 
for a conversation to blos-
som.
To make a new acquain-
tance, users see a potential 
partner — in this case, the per-
son’s picture — before clicking 
the person’s profile and seeing 
his or her personal interests. 
With its simple profile setup 
and abundant number of pro-
files, Tinder can sometimes 
feel like a game.
For those seeking compan-
ionship, the app can be an 
easy way to run into 20-some-
thing guys trying to attract 
girls with sleazy pickup lines. 
No one ever thinks a swipe 
right could turn into finding 
Mr. Right.
For White House, Tennessee, 
sophomore Diamond Darling, 
however, Mr. Right happened 
to be Island senior Nick Willis.
The couple met on Tinder, and 
Willis capitalized on his opportu-
nity to ask Darling out on a date. 
Willis said he asked in a semi-
joking, semi-serious manner to 
meet her for “a hot beverage.”
“I didn’t want her distaste for 
coffee to be the deciding fac-
tor,” Willis said.
Darling said she interpreted 
Willis’s offer as a joke.
She recalled wondering, 
“What do you think about 
talking mixed with a hot bev-
erage?” 
The two then met in person 
for the first time at Spencer's 
Coffee. Though Darling ac-
cepted the offer, she remem-
bered feeling uneasy about 
meeting the stranger as nega-
tive possibilities and what-if 
scenarios came to her mind.
Several of Darling’s friends 
met their significant other on 
Tinder and have been dating 
successfully for five months 
or more. Darling said she told her best friend about the 
Lebanon, Tennessee sophomore Diamond Darling, 19, and Island 
senior Nick Willis, 22, have been seeing each other for a month 
but have only been dating offi  cially for a week. The two met on 
the dating app Tinder.  PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ABBY POTTER AND 
JENNIFER KING/HERALD
SEE COUPLE PAGE B2
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low us on social media so we decided 
to message them, and it turned into us 
selling our product in their store.”
From there, Brown and Hixson 
watched as their business began to ex-
pand from Southern Threads in Bowl-
ing Green to Hallmark in Campbells-
ville and Glasgow.
“At one point, Ethan and I had never 
seen so much money in a bank ac-
count,” Hixson said.
Hixson also recalled the day they vis-
ited Southern Threads to meet with 
the manager, and there was an entire 
setup dedicated to Bluegrass Lore mer-
chandise.
Among their memorable moments, 
Brown and Hixson agreed one of their 
favorites was when the lead singer of 
Sundy Best, a country music band, 
posted a photo wearing a Bluegrass 
Lore shirt.
“It’s so surreal, honestly,” Brown said. 
“To see someone wearing your shirt 
and knowing they would pay money to 
wear something you created is such an 
amazing feeling.”
After the original establishment of 
Bluegrass Lore in 2014, the business 
underwent changes in fall 2015 when 
Brown decided to split from the com-
pany due to personal reasons.
“It was never anything Will did; I just 
lost passion,” Brown said. “When I 
don’t feel something anymore, it’s re-
ally hard for me to fake it.
Although Hixson is now on his own, 
he has continued to run the business 
in his free time and has even designed 
some T-shirts for sororities and frater-
nities at WKU.
“I hope to get back on track with pur-
suing stores and getting more involved
since it's hard with school,” he said. “I
really want to continue building online
and in retail.”
As Bluegrass Lore progresses, Brown
has high hopes for Hixson as his for-
mer partner runs Bluegrass Lore inde-
pendently.
“I felt comfortable leaving it to Will
since he was the backbone to it. I was
always the face of marketing, but he
was the person who made it happen,”
Brown said. “I think it would be cool if
it got big and took off one day because
then I could say that I started it.”
BLUEGRASS
Continued from LIFE
best friend about the date to be more 
secure.
“I told my best friend for safety pur-
poses,” Darling said, “just in case 
the date went south, or the very slim 
chance that he was a murderer and I 
wound up missing.”
However, Darling said she decided to 
stick with a New Year’s resolution to say 
yes to new experiences, which she ad-
mitted sounds a little cheesy.
The couple’s first date was at the Frist 
Center for the Visual Arts in Nashville. 
Willis said the date was an instant con-
nection that came with ease as he re-
called making Darling giggle during 
the date.
“I stole a few Seinfeld jokes, but I still 
count them as me making her laugh,” 
he said.
Willis said he knew right after the date 
that he wanted to make it official but 
was worried he would scare Darling off 
by asking too quickly. However, he said 
he waited until they left the museum 
because the artwork was depressing and 
he didn’t want that to be their memory of 
their first date as a couple.
Though it is early in their relation-
ship, the two said they’ve made plans 
for summer and smaller plans to have 
lunch with each other’s friends. For 
these two, Tinder was more than a time 
filler or a place to rate their peers. 
COUPLE
Continued from LIFE
Wind ensemble perform at Emanuel AME Church
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
During a Bible study at the 
Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, a gunman 
opened fire on the congrega-
tion, killing nine members in 
an act of domestic terrorism.
Eight months later, the 
event’s pain and shock can still 
be felt throughout the nation.
To pay homage to the tragic 
event, the WKU Wind Ensem-
ble will play a piece dedicated 
to the community at the Col-
lege Band Directors National 
Association conference in 
Charleston on Feb 20.
“[This event] was during a 
time where a lot of racial con-
flict was happening,” Gary 
Schallert, associate professor 
of music and director of bands 
said. “People of all colors were 
just shocked.”
Schallert said after a series 
of coincidences, like receiving 
an invitation a few weeks af-
ter the shooting to perform at 
CBDNA in a venue one block 
from the church, he felt com-
pelled to pay homage to the 
church community.
 “I thought, ‘We have to do 
something to pay homage.’ It 
seemed only logical," Schal-
lert said.
The wind ensemble will be 
performing “Of Our New Day 
Begun,” a piece created by 
African-American composer 
Omar Thomas, assistant pro-
fessor in the Harmony depart-
ment at Berklee College of 
Music.
Schallert said “Of Our New 
Day Begun” is a line from “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” a hymn 
written by James Wheldon 
Johnson. A popular gospel 
rooted in the African-Ameri-
can church, the hymn is wide-
ly considered to be the nation-
al anthem for black America.
In his composition, Thomas 
directed a few lines from the 
hymn to be sung by the wind 
ensemble.
“It’s neat how Omar con-
nected this piece,” Schallert 
said. “It takes every bit of en-
ergy and emotion.”
Thomas agreed, saying that 
while physically writing the 
piece was easy, the emotional 
impact of writing it was dif-
ficult. Thomas was even hesi-
tant to take on the opportu-
nity.
“I kind of panicked because 
it seemed like a daunting 
task,” Thomas said. “The diffi-
culty was staying emotionally 
focused.”
Thomas said he hopes his 
piece’s emotional impact will 
translate to the wind ensem-
ble members performing it, 
the audience and the mem-
bers of the church.
“I really had to be careful 
walking an emotional fine line 
with the piece, making sure 
I paid proper tribute to the 
families and the grace they 
showed and balance that out 
with the anger I felt,” Thomas 
said. “The challenge was to 
stay reverent.”
Schallert noted being able to 
hear the anger, struggle and 
confusion in the piece.
“Towards the end of the 
piece, you can hear that there 
is the sound of hope,” Schal-
lert said, “hope that as a soci-
ety, we are going to continue 
to grow and love each other 
and realize that the color of 
your skin is not how you judge 
each other.”
Thomas will have the chance 
to work with the ensemble in 
Charleston before they pre-
miere his piece.
Clarinetist for the ensemble 
and Louisville junior Christina 
Sohn said she is most excited 
to perform Thomas’ piece 
for the church members and 
hopes the band will be able to 
pull off the challenging piece 
along with the rest of the en-
semble's repertoire.
“Performing [the piece] in 
front of other college band di-
rectors and performing it well, 
I think, is what I’m looking 
forward to — having all of our 
hard work paying off," Sohn 
said. 
The ensemble has been 
working on all five of its con-
cert pieces for approximately 
three months with the “Of Our 
New Day Begun” premiere be-
ing a highlight for the ensem-
ble’s season.
“We have to put ourselves 
into the mind of the church 
members … and feel what 
the composer felt. We are vi-
cariously living through the 
piece," Sohn said. 
Schallert said he feels 
blessed to be able to work with 
the concert bands at WKU and 
is thrilled that the ensemble 
has this opportunity. 
“Students are really into it 
and realize the significance,” 
Schallert said. 
The Charleston community 
is encouraged to attend the 
event, and Schallert has also 
made efforts to reach out to 
church members.
"I hope [the piece] is a wor-
thy representation and tribute 
to the community, and I hope 
that they are moved," Thomas 
said. 
As a freshman at WKU, Brown played 
in all 35 games and started once, aver-
aging 3.3 points and 2.7 rebounds per 
game. A former McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican nominee and 2,900-point scorer 
in high school, Brown had to assume a 
role-player status as a freshman as she 
had to play behind one of the best play-
ers to program history: Chastity Gooch.
“It’s funny because in high school I felt 
like I had to score 25 points to win and it 
was different just to come in and score 
a few buckets and get a few rebounds,” 
Brown said. “My role kind of changed 
nightly; you never really knew.”
Now in her second season on the 
Hill, Brown is a staple in the starting 
lineup. She currently averages close to 
a double-double with 11.3 points and a 
team-leading nine rebounds per game.
“I’ve worked pretty hard at it,” Brown 
said. “I talked to coach Collins and 
coach Heard at the end of last year, 
and I told them I’d do whatever it takes 
to be able to play. I just wanted to do 
whatever it took to help this team.”
Brown has seven double-doubles al-
ready on the season, and usually she’s 
not even the second highest scorer on 
her own team even in those games. 
Brown doesn’t care one bit. Instead, she 
deflects the attention to her teammates.
“It doesn’t bother me,” Brown said. 
“It’s a team sport; the win is the most 
important thing. Just knowing that I 
have Tashia [Brown] and Kendall [No-
ble] on my team makes it a lot easier.
It’s hard to get to Ivy Brown. She’s 
more than calm, cool and collected; 
she’s extremely poised and intensely 
competitive at the same time. Nothing 
seems to bother her on the big stage.
Last season in the NCAA Tournament 
against Texas, Brown gave the Lady 
Toppers a final beacon of hope by nail-
ing a 3-pointer to get WKU within one 
point of the lead with under a minute 
to go. In the biggest game of the 2015-
2016 season, Brown had 12 points and 
led the team in rebounding with nine 
against UTEP.
“I’d much rather play in front of 5,000 
people than 500. Just the atmosphere 
and the energy, you can build off that 
and play harder,” Brown said.
After Brown’s freshman season, she 
was somewhat disappointed with her 
statistics.
However, the coaching staff was able 
to compare her numbers with that of 
Gooch’s in her first year.
“I sat her down with Gooch’s num-
bers and her [Brown’s] numbers and I 
tried to explain to her that she didn’t 
have an awful freshman year,” Collins 
said. “[Her] numbers are almost iden-
tical to Chastity Gooch’s. Everything 
was almost a carbon copy; the only 
difference was that Chastity played 22 
minutes and Ivy played 11.”
Drawing comparisons to the fourth 
all-time leading scorer in a storied pro-
gram like WKU women’s basketball is 
high praise. Yes, Ivy Brown has a simi-
lar skill set as Gooch, but her work eth-
ic and attitude are what will allow her 
individual career to be compared with 
the all-time great Lady Toppers.
“The key is she’ll do whatever it takes 
for the team to be successful,” Collins 
said. “If it means don’t shoot threes, 
she won’t shoot threes. If it means go 
rebound, she’ll go rebound. She just 
does whatever. Whatever coach Heard 
tells her to do, she does it.”
points per game, and Taylor, Elmore 
and Browning are all averaging at least 
12 points per game.
“They [the Herd] have a lot of offen-
sive threats,” senior forward Aleksej 
Rostov said. “All five guys can shoot 
the ball, which means that they are ex-
tremely difficult to guard, so it will be a 
challenge.”
The Thundering Herd is averaging 
85 points per game, which may pres-
ent some trouble for a Topper defense 
that has experienced growing pains 
this season. Currently WKU is allowing 
its opponents to score 77 points per 
game.
Transition defense is one aspect in 
particular that Head Coach Ray Harp-
er has preached to his team all season 
long as being a major key to winning 
games.
The Toppers are preparing to 
get things on track as they head 
towards March and tournament 
time despite coming off a heart-
breaking overtime loss against 
the University of Texas, El Paso.
However, the Tops are still opti-
mistic as C-USA seems to be wide 
open this season. More than half 
of the teams in the league cur-
rently hold a record that consists 
of at least six conference losses.
With a team like WKU knocking 
off the first place UAB Blazers two 
weeks ago, teams in the league 
know any team can show up to 
play at a high level on any given 
night.
This conference battle is set to 
tip off at 7 p.m. on Saturday night, 
and the Toppers will look to im-
prove their conference record to 
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Junior guard Fredrick Edmond (25) of Lansing, Michigan, grabs a rebound during the 66-
64 loss to Middle Tennessee in Diddle Arena on Jan. 30. EBONY COX/HERALD
the ability to be just as successful as 
last season’s.
“We’re not going to replace Miranda 
Kramer with Miranda Kramer,” Down-
ing said. “It’s going to be a different 
look, and it’s going to take a commit-
tee. We’re going to have to play as a 
team and win a little bit differently 
than we did last year.”
With the loss of Kramer and the other 
seniors, the team has leadership roles 
to fill this season. With Holloway being 
the lone returning senior, that respon-
sibility seems to fall on her. However, 
Holloway said she doesn’t feel like the 
only senior on the team.
“I’d definitely say Brooke has done a 
good job,” Tudor said. “She’s our lone 
true senior, and this will be her third 
season with me. She’s a leader by ex-
ample as [she] makes good grades, 
does all the right things and is a great 
ball player. Wherever I ask her to play, 
she’s always up to helping the team. I 
think that that is vital to our success. 
We want leaders that are selfless, and I 
would say that’s who she is.”
The head coach also said she is 
counting on Downing’s leadership as 
a vocal player who has occupied many 
different roles since her freshman year.
Tudor said the team is looking for-
ward to hosting more home games this 
season.
Last year the Lady Toppers played 
more matches away than at home. The 
advantage will be theirs with 29 home 
games, including two tournaments.
The Lady Tops will travel to Auburn, 
Alabama, to kick off the 2015 season 
this weekend. They will face Appala-
chian State, Butler, Furman and host 
team Auburn. The tournament will 
include back to back games beginning 
on Feb. 12 and ending on Feb. 14.




When Conference USA lead-
ers the Miners of the University 
of Texas, El Paso came to Diddle 
Arena Saturday afternoon, their 
conference record was almost 
perfect. The Miners’ record 
moved to 10-1 a few hours later 
after they knocked off WKU at 
home for the first time all sea-
son by a final score of 85-78.
UTEP established itself as the 
top team in the conference after 
that victory, passing all eye tests 
and backing it up on paper.
But one loss remains in the 
right-hand column of the 
team’s record: a 79-64 setback 
to Marshall in Huntington, 
West Virginia.
Sunday, WKU’s Lady Toppers 
will travel into the same build-
ing to take on that dangerous 
Thundering Herd team.
“On any given night, you got 
to go out and make sure you’re 
ready to play,” Head Coach 
Michelle Clark-Heard said af-
ter Saturday’s loss. “We just 
got to get back and get focused 
and get them in the gym and 
correct the things we need to 
so when we go on the road 
[Sunday], we’ll be ready.”
The Herd have only lost 
three times in their building 
this season: one to a tough 
West Virginia (18-6) squad and 
two conference games against 
North Texas and Charlotte by 
a combined 11 points.
The Lady Toppers played 
Marshall earlier in the season 
on Jan. 2, 2015, in Diddle Are-
na as they blew out the Herd 
81-52. But Clark-Heard knows 
her team must fine-tune some 
things to win on the road.
“We got to get better at re-
bounding. We gave up some 
crucial weak-side rebounds in 
certain situations where they led 
to easy baskets,” Clark-Heard 
said. “We got to work on some 
things as far as with our ball han-
dling and things like that.”
In that early January game, 
WKU had five players in dou-
ble figures with sophomore 
guard Tashia Brown leading 
the way with 21 points.
Freshman guard Dee Givens 
contributed 18 points off the 
bench, and sophomore guard 
Ivy Brown posted a double-
double as she scored 16 points 
and notched 14 rebounds. 
Redshirt junior guard Kendall 
Noble and freshman guard 
Kayla Smith had 11 and 10 
points respectively.
The Lady Toppers will look to 
contain senior forward Leah 
Scott who is currently averag-
ing a team-high 17 points per 
game and seven rebounds per 
game. Scott managed to score 
only 13 points and add just 
three rebounds the last time 
the two teams met.
WKU (18-4, 9-2 in C-USA) 
will tip off against Marshall 
(16-6, 6-5 in C-USA) at 12 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoon.
WKU sophomore forward Tashia Brown, number 10, is guarded by 
UTEP junior guard Sparkle Taylor, number 12, during the second 
half of the game Saturday, Feb. 4 at Diddle Arena. Brown led the 
WKU team in points, collecting a total of 29 points by the end of 
the match. WKU lost the game 85 -78. ABBY POTTER/HERALD
WKU's forward Simone Goods (0) shoots for two over University 
of Texas at El Paso guard Chrishauna Parker (32) during the Lady 
Toppers' 85-78 loss to University of Texas at El Paso on Saturday 









Sophomore forward Ivy Brown is 
used to all the attention. Brown is used 
to the expectations, the big games and 
being the centerpiece of a team.
However, Brown focuses on exhaust-
ing every bit of her capability to help 
her own team in whatever role that 
may be.  
“She’s the epitome of a team player,” 
Associate Head Coach Greg Collins 
said. “She wants to be on the floor and 
do whatever it takes to win.”
The 6-foot 1-inch Hodgenville na-
tive was recruited heavily out of high 
school and chose WKU over nationally 
ranked program University of Ken-
tucky.
“It was interesting,” Brown said. “Be-
sides the smaller Division-1 schools, 
Western was really the only one that 
showed me a lot of interest from the 
beginning. Kentucky came in late, but 
just knowing that [WKU] was there 
from the start is pretty much what sold 
me.”
Ranked as the 73rd overall player 
in the nation in 2014 by espn.com, 
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Brohm and Tony Levine to coaching staff . Read online at 
WKUHerald.com
Lady Topper softball revs up season with new look
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
With only one senior on the 
team and a loss of seven start-
ers, WKU softball will begin 
the 2016 season with a new 
outlook after posting the high-
est winning percentage in 
program history last season.
The Lady Toppers finished 
last season with a 36-14 overall 
record and made it all the way 
to the NCAA Athens Region-
als, where they fell to No. 14 
contender Georgia Bulldogs.
All the changes to the squad 
provide new opportunities for 
several Lady Toppers. How-
ever, the changes do not alter 
Head Coach Amy Tudor’s high 
expectations for the team.
“After last season and los-
ing seven starters, we’re very 
young but also very deter-
mined,” Tudor said. “I would 
say that this is probably the 
best team chemistry that 
we’ve had since I have been 
here.” Tudor gave senior in-
fielder Brooke Holloway and 
junior pitcher Kathryn Down-
ing credit for great leadership 
on and off the field. 
One major change to the 
program this season is the loss 
of pitcher Miranda Kramer. A 
transfer from IPFW her senior 
year, Kramer led WKU to the 
2015 Conference USA cham-
pionship.
According to WKUsports.
com, the lefty had a 26-10 
overall record last season and 
was named the university’s 
2014-15 female athlete of the 
year. Kramer shouldered the 
majority of the pitching last 
season as she started 36 of the 
Lady Toppers’ 50 games.
Tudor said she expects to 
spread the pitching load 
among five players this season 
instead of just one.
“Obviously it’s a big loss,” Tu-
dor said. “It’s hard to replace 
an All-American that led the 
nation in strike-outs. So our 
team will definitely have a dif-
ferent look. However, we have 
five kids on staff that all pro-
vide different looks.”
One pitcher who will look to 
lead the pitching staff is soph-
omore pitcher Hannah Parker. 
Last season, Parker fielded a 
6-1 personal record and an 
ERA of 4.82.
“We have Parker having the 
most experience by far,” Tudor 
said. “She is another lefty that 
right now is working into that 
No. 1 role."
As a junior, Downing will be 
one of the only upperclass-
men on the roster in the pitch-
ing position. Downing said 
even though pitching is not 
going to be the same as last 
season, she has confidence 
because this season’s team has 
Senior Brooke Holloway, left, softball Head Coach Amy Tudor, middle, and junior Kathryn Downing, 
right, answer questions about their upcoming season Monday, Feb. 9, at Diddle Arena. One concern 
was the absence of last year's standout pitching-catching duo of Dani Pugh and Miranda Kramer, 
but the two will be returning to the program as student assistants, and Tudor still has great expecta-
tions for this year's team. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
SOFTBALL
SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B3
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Thundering Herd of Marshall 
(12-12) are heading to Diddle Arena 
Saturday night to take on the WKU 
men’s basketball team, who is also sit-
ting at 12-12 on the season.
However, there is a big difference 
between the two programs as the 
Hilltoppers are currently 11th in the 
Conference USA standings with a 4-7 
record while Marshall is in third place 
with an 8-3 record in conference play.
Last season the Toppers faced off 
against the Herd three times, winning 
the matchup at home before drop-
ping the second contest in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia. WKU won the third 
matchup in the C-USA tournament 
as the Toppers ended the Thundering 
Herd’s season 59-45.
Marshall is a team that brings re-
venge to the minds of the Toppers. 
WKU fell to the Thundering Herd ear-
lier in the season on Jan. 3, 2015, by a 
score of 94-76.
Sophomore forward Justin Johnson 
managed to have a good night with 
24 points and five rebounds. The only 
other Topper to score in double fig-
ures in the outing was redshirt senior 
guard Aaron Cosby with 10 points.
The Herd put together a success-
ful offensive performance with five 
players scoring in double figures. Se-
nior forward James Kelly, junior for-
ward Ryan Taylor, junior guard Stevie 
Browning, sophomore guard Jon El-
more and junior guard Austin Loop 
each put in 10 points or more.
For the season, this Marshall team 
has four players averaging double fig-
ures compared to the Toppers’ three. 
Marshall’s James Kelly is averaging 20 






Sophomore forward Ivy Brown (23) goes up for a shot against UTSA on Thursday, Feb. 4 at Diddle Arena. 
KATHRYN ZIESIG/HERALD
MEN'S BASKETBALLWOMEN'S BASKETBALL
SEE IVY BROWN PAGE B3
Breaking through
Star forward has breakout season for Lady Tops 
